T

oday we present no less than five soprano arias from Bach’s output, each with violin as an added soloist. These arias are programmed among examples of violin solo repertoire throughout the ages, from Beethoven to Ysaye. We hope to show the influence of Bach on subsequent generations of composers who have chosen to focus on the violin. 

Bach was a master of the lyric art. The violin, one of the earliest of musical instruments, is by its very nature a “singing instrument” embodying all of the expressive gestures featured in the bel canto singing tradition. We will hear legato line, dotted rhythms, dance tunes, roulades, appoggiaturas, leaps in the melodic line—all of these expressive gestures emanate from the natural expressive tendencies of the singing voice.
Today’s concert presents the combined talents of Penn students and Music Fellows. We hope you enjoy it!
***

PROGRAM

"Ich bin vergnügt in meinem Leiden" 

Johann Sebastien Bach 

   fr. Ach Gott, wie manches Herzeleid, BWV 58 

(1685—1750)
Bonnie Hoke-Scedrov, Min-Young Kim, Matthew Bengtson, 
Elaine Fitz-Gibbon
***

Violin Concerto in D major, Op. 61 

Ludwig van Beethoven 

II. Larghetto 




(1770—1827)
Amalya Lehmann, Matt Bengtson
III. Rondo. Allegro 
Geoffrey Jordan, Matt Bengtson
***

"Eilt, ihr stunden, kommt herbei" 



Bach

   fr. Freue dich, erlöste Schar, BWV 30 
Ekaterina Petrova, Amalya Lehmann, Matthew Bengtson, 

Elaine Fitz-Gibbon
***

Concerto No.1 in A minor 


Jean-Baptiste Accolay








(1845—1910)

HyunJung Lee, Matt Bengtson

***

"Hört, ihr Völker, Gottes Stimme" 



Bach

   fr. Die Himmel erzählen die Ehre Gottes, BWV 76 

Bonnie Hoke-Scedrov, Geoffrey Jordan, Matthew Bengtson, 

Elaine Fitz-Gibbon

(PAUSE)
Sonata No.3 "Ballade," Op. 27 



Eugene Ysaye 







(1858—1931)

Theresa Chang

***

"Seele, deine Spezereien" 




Bach

   fr. Der Osteroratorio, BWV 249 

Heather Gerrish, Theresa Chang, Matthew Bengtson, Elaine Fitz-Gibbon

***

Sonata for Two Violins, Op.56 



Sergei Prokofiev
I. Andante Cantabile



(1891—1953)
II. Allegro

Theresa Chang, Min-Young Kim

***

"Angenehmer Zephyrus" 




Bach

   fr. Der zufriedengestellte Aeolus, BWV 205 
Anna Sabo, Min-Young Kim, Matthew Bengtson, Elaine Fitz-Gibbon
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A graduate of Harvard University and the Juilliard School, violinist Min-Young Kim (Rodin College House) of the Daedalus String Quartet (Quartet-in-Residence at UPenn) has toured extensively in the United States and Europe with the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, Musicians from Marlboro and American Chamber Players, and has collaborated with members of the Guarneri, Juilliard, Cleveland, and Takacs Quartets. With interests ranging from baroque music to contemporary music, she made her New York recital debut at Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall in 2001 and has performed as a soloist with Apollo's Fire, the Cleveland Baroque Orchestra, the Cleveland Institute of Music Orchestra, and the Harvard-Radcliffe Orchestra. Min is also strongly committed to education, and was one of the first recipients of the Morse Fellowship at Juilliard, teaching music in inner city classrooms through creative activities. She has served on the faculties of Columbia University and the School for Strings in New York. Her principal teachers have been Donald Weilerstein, Robert Mann, and Shirley Givens. She lives with her husband and children in Philadelphia.
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Bonnie Hoke-Scedrov (voice, Rodin College House) has been heard in recital from Tokyo to New York to the south of France. Recent New York recitals include "A Woman's Voice: Songs of Goethe's female characters", "Voyage à Paris!", "Sweet Melody of Night: Songs of Erich Korngold", and "Wild Nights!-Songs to Poetry of Emily Dickinson." Winner of the 1991 Salzburg International Mozart competition, Ms. Hoke's solo credits include Mimi in La Bohème in Vienna, Micaela in Carmen, Countess in Le Nozze di Figaro, Fiordiligi in Così fan tutte, Donna Elvira in Don Giovanni, as well as, Handel's Saul, the Mozart C Minor Mass, Mozart Requiem, Poulenc Gloria, and the Beethoven Missa Solemnis. Ms. Hoke has presented numerous lecture recitals in the US and abroad. Ms. Hoke has degrees in Music from Oberlin College and Florida State University, and received fellowships from the Franz Liszt Institute in Weimar, Germany; the Académie Musicale de Villecroze in Provence, France; and the Aspen Music Festival.
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Critically acclaimed as a “musician’s pianist,” Matthew Bengtson (Harnwell College House) has a unique combination of musical talents ranging from extraordinary pianist, harpsichordist, and fortepianist to composer, analyst, and scholar of performance practice. As a La Gesse fellow, he has been presented in concert festivals in France, Germany, Italy, and Hungary, at Monticello, and in solo recitals at Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall.  He has appeared on NPR’s “Performance Today” and XM Satellite Radio’s “Classical Confidential” with noted violinist Joshua Bell. As an advocate of both contemporary and rarely performed music, he commands a broad and diverse repertoire ranging from Byrd to Ligeti and numerous composers of the Philadelphia area. His discography includes the complete mazurkas of Karol Szymanowski and a recording of six Scriabin sonatas, which The American Record Guide compared to legendary performances by Horowitz and Richter: “Has Scriabin ever been played better?” Mr. Bengtson earned his MM and DMA degrees in piano performance at the Peabody Conservatory of Music, after undergraduate studies at Harvard University with a focus in mathematics and computer science. He also studied in Europe at the Mozarteum in Salzburg and the Ecole Americaine at Fontainebleau. Mr. Bengtson is also an active performer on fortepiano and harpsichord, collaborating with sopranos Julianne Baird and Laurie Heimes, with Melomanie and the Aurelio Ensemble.
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